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The Start

Since childhood I have always had a love of the wild beauty of the Northumberland coast, I spent the 1960’s sailing in Dinghies from Beadnell bay, where my parents had a caravan. We cruised in our dinghies as far south as Alnmouth and as far north as Holy Island.

My story starts in 1999, it was not a muster proper, as the cruise was only one boat, Paxos; I was single handed, sailing up the Northumberland coast. The cruise started on Tuesday 24th August, with one of my all time classic sails, leaving Sunderland I hoisted the Spinnaker at Range south and carried it all the way to the Swedman buoy in the inner Farne channel. Anchored for the night in Holy Island I had sailed 52 miles in 10 hours, not bad for a 23 foot boat. The following day was spent in Holy Island. The weather was thick fog throughout the morning clearing briefly early afternoon to allow me a trip ashore when I revisited the Priory after a gap of nearly forty years. The weather turned dull and it was raining by tea time, a glass of wine, a good meal and a book provided the entertainment, as the rain hammered on the coach roof, and continued throughout the night. Thursday dawned bright and sunny, I motored from Holy Island to anchor off the beach near Bambrough Castle, and from there I went ashore to visit my sister who was living in Bambrough village at the time. Back on board having been soaked by the surf on the beach, I changed into dry cloths and set sail for Newton. In the Farne Channel the South East freshening wind against the flood tide kicked up a nasty chop and I wet the second set of clothes of the day. On entering Newton the residual SE swell made the anchorage uncomfortable, so I pushed on to Amble. I enjoyed a day sail from Amble Friday, before departing for home on the Saturday.
Recounting my exploits in the bar sometime later, Richard Mills suggested that we should have a week like this in company with other boats, Paxos and Shotgun II immediately signed up for the following year
2000 Muster 22nd to 27th August

The first full muster took place 22nd to 27th August 2000, two boats Paxos and Shotgun II taking part, we enjoyed a lovely spinnaker run from Blyth to Amble the two Hunter 701’s keeping station with each other beautifully.  We stayed in Amble the first night, continuing on to Newton the second night, On the third day in a fresh NW breeze we sailed through the Farne Channel to Holy Island. Richard on Shotgun realised the advantages I had on Paxos of the rolling Furling Genoa, as I was able to increase sail easily in the moderating breeze, that evening we were treated to a fantastic sunset over the anchorage. Friday was a sail in a SE wind back to Amble. We had planned to return to Sunderland on the Saturday but with a South East 5 – 6 with a rough sea, we stayed in Amble, and returned to Sunderland on the Sunday.  

Boats and Crews 2000

	Boat
	Paxos
	Shotgun II

	Crew
	Alan Dixon
	Richard Mills 

	
	
	Eric Hunter

	
	
	Tim (Air Traffic)


2001 Muster 20th to 27th August
The Second Muster was 20th to 27th August 2001, by this time Richard had named the week “The Muster”, and the idea of a cruise in company had caught on in the club. Five boats set sail from Sunderland; Just off Blyth we got caught in a vicious squall, two boats Matilda and Danzer, turned into Blyth, the remaining three, Shotgun II, Nordic and Paxos sailing on to Amble.  There was a plan to have a BBQ on the Beach in Newton, with our wives coming up by car to join us, the weather intervened with a South east 4 – 5, we stayed in Amble, and were visited by our wives in Amble, also joining us were the crews from the Matilda and Danzer who were still in Blyth.  Wednesday the wind had moderated and we set sail for Holy Island, Nordic Paxos and Shotgun II anchored in the harbour and the crews went ashore. From the shore we were able to admire the boats anchored in line and equidistant apart. On returning to the boats we found them in an untidy huddle, and not how we had left them. The tide had turned and was running very strongly through the anchorage, we had problems returning to the boats in the dinghies, as that year we did not have an outboard engine for any of the dinghies.  Arthur, missing the boats completely was carried back to shore past St Cuthbert’s Island before making land. He had to pick up his dinghy and carry it well up tide before trying again. On the second try he nearly missed again only being saved by a well directed throw line from Shotgun II. Once aboard the situation was examined; Nordic had dragged anchor, in doing so had snagged Paxos’s anchor. The tide was so strong that Nordics anchor had ridden up Paxos’s chain and rope, and the anchor itself was breaking the surface. Paxos’s anchor under this dual load had dragged a little but had fortunately reset and had been able to hold both boats.  Both Paxos and Nordic re anchored, and the tide settled down to allow us a trip ashore for the evening. During the night Nordic and Paxos gently bumped on the tide change.  Nordic left the anchorage at Holy Island for Skate row, being unhappy with the performance of his anchor; he left the muster the following day for Sunderland, and Roker Regatta. The two remaining boats sailed north and spent a night in St Abbs Harbour, I had been into St Abbs many years previously and knew the entrance which is a dog leg between the rocks and required sailing much closer to one particular rock, Maw Carr, than prudence prescribes.  The following day we motored in flat calm conditions to Berwick, on this passage we sailed a little closer inshore than recommended and Shotgun II struck an isolated rock,  Richard was catapulted through the hatch and landed in an untidy heap on the cabin sole, no damage to the boat but Richard sustained some bruising and a black eye. We entered Berwick rather nervously at the top of the tide, as this was our first visit there, the pilot made the entrance seem a little more difficult than it is and a lot easier than St Abbs.  On Saturday we sailed to Newton where we met back up with Danzer, Sunday night was in Blyth, RNYC was shut so we took the long walk onto the town for a drink, before returning to Sunderland on the Bank Holiday Monday.
Boats and Crews 2001

	Boat
	Paxos
	Shotgun II
	Danser
	Nordic
	Mantilla

	Crew
	Alan Dixon
	Richard Mills 
	Paul Sheraton
	Arthur Ketley
	Dave Dorner

	
	
	Sarah Mills 
	
	Part week
	Part week

	
	
	Judith Hamilton
	
	
	


2002 Muster 19th 26th August
This muster was christened the “Extreme Pubs Tour” due to the weather and sea states encountered while entering the harbours visited, and in true muster tradition the pubs we visited thereafter. Once again five boats set sail from Sunderland, but only Nordic Danzer and Shearwater left Amble the following day to sail on to Holy Island. This time we had an uneventful stay at anchor in Holy Island, helped by the realisation that we are better off deploying two anchors, one up tide and one down tide.  The following day we sailed to St Abbs Harbour the sea being rougher that we had envisaged making the entrance to St Abbs and sailing close to Maw Carr Rock a little interesting.   The following day we were advised by the Harbour Master to depart as the increasing northerly swell would make the Harbour dangerous for us, in particular waves breaking over the pier onto the boats on the other side. We spent some time that morning studying the entrance to the harbour, and picking out features on the cliffs to use as a lead line out of the harbour. The harbour lead lines are for entry, using them to leave would mean looking backwards, in the conditions we encountered looking backwards was not an option. It was time well spent as we successfully left St Abbs without mishap. We sailed for Berwick which also has its moments when entering in a northerly swell. We had a meal at the local curry house that evening and a following day we stayed in Berwick, and had a swim in the leisure centre, (the only way to get a shower at that time) and a walk around the walls. The evening was spent at JD Witherspoons “The Leaping Salmon” two meals for the price of one promotion, and much of Witherspoons excellent low price beer, the BOGOF meals were not huge and there was a Indian takeaway at the entrance to Tweed dock, All credit to the Muster we did manage to walk past; but once downwind, we succumbed to temptation and a party was sent back to procure a curry supper.   We were up early to catch the tide the next morning, but Nordic was unable to start her engine, the problem being power failure on the new engine. To avoid missing the tide Shearwater took her in tow, the problem, a blown fuse in the harness was traced resolved, at sea, all credit to Richard working on the engine in a moderate following sea.  We made passage through Staple sound via Gunn Rock and Longstone before making an anchorage in Beadnell bay. The bay is sheltered in a northerly swell,  This was the first time the Muster had visited Beadnell and the tranquillity and beauty of the bay was disrupted by a number of dive RIBS driving through the anchored boats at full speed with little regard for safe passing distances, or the comfort of those on board the anchored boats.  The evening was spent in the Craster Arms and was shortened by police in the village enforcing the licensing laws.  Sunday night was spent in Amble, and we returned to Sunderland on the Bank Holiday Monday.
Boats and Crews 2002

	Boat
	Shearwater
	Nordic
	Danzer

	Crew
	Alan Dixon
	Arthur Ketley
	Paul Sheraton

	
	Nigel Kelly
	Richard Mills 
	

	
	
	Judith Hamilton
	


2003 Muster 18th – 25th August
 The Muster set sail with six boats in company the seventh, Astro, arriving later, and only stayed with us one night; we anchored in Newton where no less than 17 Sunderland Yacht Club members crowded into the tiny pub. The second day was a hard sail, with the wind increasing to a Westerly to 5 – 7.  Six boats arrived in Berwick and 14 hungry sailors invaded the Indian Restaurant. The following day we had some time in Berwick not setting sail until the afternoon tide and covering the short Hop to St Abbs we were now down to five boats. The entry to St Abbs is difficult and there is limited space in the harbour, The boats entered according to size the largest taking the wall and the others rafting up, alongside. The whole operation was performed as though it had been rehearsed a number of times, and drew complements from the watching Harbour master who had never seen as many Yachts in his harbour before. As it was late and the Pub was a little walk away, along the cliff tops,  we sat in the cockpits Judith gave us a tune on her Flute and John Bruce led a few songs, it was a peaceful still evening and we understand a number of the residents opened their windows to enjoy the music. On the Thursday three of our numbers departed collected by car, the remaining crews shuffled boats. We then walked to St Abbs Lighthouse, a lovely walk, with stunning scenery. That evening we walked to the Pub at Covingham, when the bar closed at 11:00, the barmaid served us extra drinks and asked us to lock the door when we left. The plan for Friday was to sail to Holy Island. When we arrived at the Plough seat the wind has squalled to 6 – 7 the tide was ebbing, a quick radio conference it was decided not to enter Holy Island against the wind and tide, but to use Newton instead. An evening of Song in the Ship at Newton ended rather late. Not wishing to miss Holy Island we set sail back north and had a delightful sail through the Farnes to the Holy Island Anchorage.  On the Sunday we retraced our wake and returned to Newton, that afternoon there was live music on the Green and also in “The Ship” that evening. The Muster rounded of the evening with a song or two. While we were in the pub a fresh SE wind had sprung up, and had formed some surf on the beach. All got thoroughly wet launching the dinghy’s through the surf, and returning to the boats. The boats returned to Sunderland on the Bank Holiday Monday.
Boats and Crews 2003


	Boat
	Shearwater
	Nordic
	Charlotte Sound
	Smoke Signal

	Crew
	Alan Dixon
	Arthur Ketley
	Richard Mills 
	Bill Ward

	
	Nigel Kelly
	Mark
	Judith Hamilton
	Ron Charlton

	
	Paul Pearson Part
	
	Dave Dorner Part
	

	
	
	
	Tim Pearson
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Boat
	Casey
	Hlin
	Astro
	

	Crew
	John Bruce
	Part Week
	1 Night
	

	
	Bob Elliott Part
	Peter Mitchell
	Dave Graham 
	

	
	Paul Pearson Part
	Joe Boyd
	Brian Coulson
	


2004 Muster 21st – 27th August
 Seven boats set sail on Saturday 21st August the seas were rough after gales in the Northern North Sea on Friday We pushed north in company with a lone Dolphin. The anchorages of Newton and Beadnell were untenable due to the swell so we pushed on to Holy Island. Charlotte Sound lost her engine in the Farne Channel she was taken in tow by Casey while a fuel blockage was quickly resolved. We arrived late in the Anchorage and did not get ashore until 10:30. The two pubs looked closed, but we did manage to get served in the Crown and Anchor.  Sunday we sailed for Eyemouth the first visit of the muster to this port, a pontoon had been recently installed. The entrance in the still heavy northerly swell was not for the faint hearted, with huge waves on the Bar and down the narrow entrance known locally as the canyon. All successfully negotiated the entry successfully; unlike a sail training ship which badly damaged its bowsprit on the pier, as it was pushed sideways in the swell. The Monday forecasted strong SE winds which did not materialise but the harbour bar was still rough, we stayed in Eyemouth having a walk along the cliffs. The day was showery and cold with heavy overnight rain. One of our number Gordon Landlass walked along the cliffs to Burntmouth, here he stopped for a drink in the local pub and he got talking to and drinking with the local fishermen, he eventually arrived back in Eyemouth by Taxi somewhat the worse for wear. We set sail again on Tuesday bound for Dunbar, the seas were still rough, but we had a nice sail arriving of Dunbar a little too early for the tide, so we circumnavigated the Bass Rock, before entering  the harbour. On Wednesday we sailed from Dunbar in a Northerly Breeze and still a rough sea. About 3 miles north of Berwick Shearwater broke her rudder. All the other boats stood by her, but in the conditions the sensible decision was taken to ask for assistance from the Lifeboat and Shearwater was taken in tow to Berwick. On Thursday the fleet departed leaving Shearwater and Nordic to affect repairs, a story which is documented elsewhere, and was published in PBO. Shearwater with a jury rudder and Nordic rejoined the Muster in Amble later on Thursday Night, and the fleet returned to Sunderland on the Friday, in a strong westerly wind.   As many of you will know Richard Mills was unwell during this Muster, his health deteriorated and he sadly passed away in November 2004, He is sadly missed.
Boats and Crews 2004

	Boat
	Shearwater
	Nordic
	Charlotte Sound

	Crew
	Alan Dixon
	Arthur Ketley
	Richard Mills 

	
	Nigel Kelly
	Paul Sheraton
	Judith Hamilton

	
	
	Gordon Landless
	Tim Pearson

	
	
	
	Heather

	
	
	
	

	Boat
	Enchantress
	Casey
	Aquilla

	Crew
	Dave Farrer
	John Bruce
	Ron Charlton

	
	May Farrer
	Bob Elliott
	Bill Ward

	
	
	
	Ron's Son


2005 Muster 14th – 22nd August
Four boats set sail this year. The forecast was Northerly 7 – 10 knots it was proposed to spend the first night at Newton, the reality was NNE 5 – 6 with a moderate to rough sea after four hours at sea we were just north of the Tyne, so the first night was spent at Blyth. On Monday the northerly had subsided and the wind was once again back in the west, the sea moderated the fleet made passage for Holy Island, all anchored safely apart from Stella May who made the classic mistake  of not securing the bitter-end and losing her entire ground tackle.  The following day Casey departed for Sunderland and the remaining boats sailed to Berwick. Wednesday’s departure was delayed by a large ship entering Berwick dock, we sailed to St Abbs. Our normal berth was occupied by a fishing boat we rafted alongside, On her entry Stella May caught a rope in her propeller from a keep box; we managed to find a friendly diver who cleared the rope. The fishing boat was extremely dirty and smelly and we abandoned St Abbs in favour of Eyemouth. We had a layover day Thursday with a lovely walk along the cliffs to St Abbs returning by Bus. On Friday Charlotte (for family reasons) departed for Sunderland and the remaining two boats sailed to Amble, then back to Sunderland.
Boats and Crews 2005
	Boat
	Charlotte
	Nordic
	Casey 
	Stella May

	Crew
	Alan Dixon
	Arthur Ketley
	John Bruce
	Ron Lowden

	
	Nigel Kelly
	Paul Sheraton
	Mark
	Brian

	
	Tim Pearson
	
	
	


2006 Muster 20th 27th August
2006 Muster Four boats departed Sunderland, and in very light airs, we motored the majority of the way to Amble. Following heavy overnight rain the fleet set sail, and motored all the way to Holy Island. We wanted a meal ashore and having been refused service in the all the of hotels and pubs we eventually found a meal at the Lindisfarne Hotel, owned and run by a German couple.  John Bruce gave us a song and a most enjoyable night was had. During the night Stella May gently bumped Charlotte as her stern anchor dragged on the tide change. The following day was a layover day some crews enjoying a walk on the Island Stella May took the opportunity to sail around the Farnes.  Back on the boats Nordic had to reset his anchor, having had it being disturbed by a departing yacht.  On Stella Mays return from the Farnes I was requested to help her anchor, and duly helped him set both anchors. After another very pleasant night in the Lindisfarne Hotel, we returned to the boats. At the very moment we were boarding Charlotte, Nordic drifted past our stern and laid alongside Charlotte, her stern anchor had dragged and her bow anchor was entangled with Charlottes stern anchor, boats were untangled and Nordic motored off to Re anchor. It was a late night for all and Arthur unsettled by the experience kept an Anchor watch on Nordic.  The following morning  anchor were hauled and Dinghy’s deflated ready for sea, I regret that I made a good job of helping to anchor Stella May as she struggled to raise here stern anchor which had fouled badly, after much effort the anchor was retrieved . The wind was a SSE force 2 and Charlotte and Nordic hoisted Spinnakers for the sail to Eyemouth. We entered Eyemouth in a thunder storm with very heavy rain which continued throughout the night.  Thursday our departure was delayed by Stella May who had two flat batteries. We motored for Berwick; our entry was delayed waiting for the departure of a ship. Friday we spent in Berwick departing Saturday for Newton, Sunday Blyth and back to Sunderland Bank holiday Monday.
Boats and Crews 2006

	Boat
	Charlotte
	Nordic
	Stella May
	Hlin

	Crew
	Alan Dixon
	Arthur Ketley
	Ron Lowden
	Part Week

	
	Tim Pearson
	Paul Sheraton
	Paul Lowden
	Peter Mitchell

	
	John Bruce
	Chris Wilson
	
	Alan Wilkinson

	
	John Higgins
	
	
	


2007 Muster 19th – 27th
Also known as the Yorkshire Muster. The planned start of the muster was Sunday 20th of August and on that day two boats, Nordic and Fair Beagle set off to travel north. The wind was northerly and there was wicked sea running. After motor sailing for about three hours, Souter Point was still in sight and first one boat and then the other turned tail and headed back for Sunderland. Monday saw Charlotte (having been delayed by a family wedding) joining the fleet and accompanied by Nordic made a second attempt to travel north, both boats get as far as Blyth before the conditions got the better of them.  Meanwhile Fair Beagle spent the morning cleaning fuel pipelines and the tank to get the engine running before following the other two but only managed to make the Tyne, to spend the night in St Peters, The following day looked quite promising from Newcastle end of the Tyne so Fair Beagle set off on the nine-mile trip to the piers accompanied by a large boat from Friars Goose. Both boats stuck their noses out of the piers, promptly said no thank you and Fair Beagle returned this time to the Royal Quay marina. Meanwhile further north; Charlotte and Nordic made a dash for Amble with Charlotte in the lead, On entering the river Coquet with, “by  calculations” a couple of meters beneath the keel Charlotte touched the bottom and took fifteen minutes to negotiate the river bar with a series of bumps, grinds, lots of engine and a bit of sail. Nordic was radioed and advised of the problem, and they promptly returned to Blyth. By now the Northumberland muster had turned into a rout with boats in Amble, Blyth and Tyne. On Wednesday only Charlotte ventured out to rejoin Nordic in Blyth, here they met Wendy and Pete a couple sailing on Oakum II who were returning from a Scottish trip to their base at Hartlepool. They also met Dave on Treoggin who was returning to his Whitby base after a long season of sailing. The crew of Fair Beagle looked at the weather forecast, which warned of gale force winds and sailed under headsail only up the Tyne again to moor up at the Newcastle quayside. It was a different world up there with sunshine, drinks in the open at a riverside pub and a visit to Newcastle`s ancient castle. Thursday even though the boats were split all had decided not to continue north and all headed for Hartlepool.  Meanwhile Casey who was joining the muster late also decided that south was best. As Fair Beagle arrived in Hartlepool they found eleven people sitting in the large cockpit of Treoggin enjoying beers so we promptly joined them to make it a baker’s dozen. Even a large boat like Treoggin developed a markedly nose up attitude with so many people onboard. The beer flowed, the sun came out, the boats were re-mustered and life got a whole lot better. Friday saw a fleet of five boats heading south to Whitby in sunshine. Oakum II decided that they would extend their holiday to sail with us and were made honorary members of what was now the Yorkshire muster. There should have been six boats but strangely Treoggin had a flooded engine and had to do instant repairs. we wonder if the flooding had anything to do with having thirteen people in the cockpit the previous evening. Anyway it only took an hour for Dave, obviously an expert, to sort things out and the boat was one bridge behind the rest of the fleet into Whitby. A folk festival was being held in Whitby for the week so entertainment was guaranteed. Much beer was supped and in the evening John led the singing in one of the many pubs. Saturday was another day of wall to wall sunshine, all boats decided to have a lazy day and to visit some of the sights. Casey left the muster for Hartlepool a day earlier than the rest of the fleet. A fleet of 5 boats sailed for Hartlepool on Sunday starting with a beat and finishing as usual under motor. Some crews visited the Indian restaurant; we all ended up in the small boats club to round off the night and the Muster.

Boats and Crews 2007

	Boat
	Charlotte
	Nordic
	Fair Beagle
	Oakum II

	Crew
	Alan Dixon
	Arthur Ketley
	Brian Coulson
	Pete Gregory

	
	Tim Pearson
	Paul Sheraton
	Bill Ward
	Wendy Gregory

	
	John Bruce
	
	
	


2008 Muster 17th – 24th August
The summer of 2008 was a poor summer and the Muster week was no exception. Three Sunderland Yacht Club boats and our honorary member from last year Oakum II set sail for the 2008 Muster, after heavy overnight rain we sailed in a SE 3 - 4 and moderate sea for Amble. The following day was an early start for the tide, Charlotte being particularly nervous from the experiences of 2007. We set sail for Eyemouth, all boats having a different opinion as to the best way through the Farnes in the conditions Charlotte and Marlin preferring outside the Islands, Riffi taking Staple Sound and Oakum II opting for the inner Channel, It rained on and off throughout the day. Fair Beagle joined the Muster in Eyemouth. Next day we had a layover day with some welcome hazy sunshine in Eyemouth, the only sunshine of the week, some of the crews walking the cliffs to St Abbs village. Wednesday, after heavy morning rain we left after lunch for Berwick, on arrival off Berwick a ship was waiting to enter, after much trying by phone and VHF we managed to contact the harbourmaster via VHF. We were told we could not enter for one and a half hours and no ladder would be made available to us in the dock to get on shore. Technically we were not refused entry, but as good as; disgruntled we returned to Eyemouth, with Fair Beagle returning home; we later found out that there were three ships in Berwick that night. The following day we departed for Holy Island Charlotte arrived and anchored just before a very heavy rainstorm, the other boats were not so lucky and laid there anchors in appalling conditions. The tide was running quite strongly in the anchorage Marlin and Riffi both having experienced anchor drag decided to remain on board that evening, with the Crews of Charlotte and Oakum repairing to the pub that evening. The night was very disturbed with all baring Oakum having anchors dragged. The following morning a Dutch Yacht was being towed from the Plough Reef by the Lifeboat. A tired Muster set sail under Genoa only, for Amble in a NW 4 – 5 and very heavy rain, by the time we reached Amble and waited for the tide we were extremely grateful for a hot shower. The following day Charlotte tired of being wet and cold left for Sunderland. The remaining Fleet had a further night in Blyth, before returning a day early.
Boats and Crews 2008

	Boat
	Charlotte
	Marlin
	Oakum II
	Fair Beagle
	Riffi

	Crew
	Alan Dixon
	Bob Elliott
	Pete Gregory
	Brian Coulson
	Paul Sheraton

	
	Tim Pearson
	Bill Ward
	Wendy Gregory
	Jimmy Atkinson

	
	John Bruce
	
	
	
	


  2009 Muster 23rd – 31st August
Four boats departed Sunderland in a southerly 3 – 5 occasional 6 we fetched out to the Range buoy and set a polled Genoa and prevented main to roll our way to Amble in a moderate sea. Monday we departed Amble in a SW 2 -3 the wind died before Seahouses so we motored through the inner Farne channel, on clearing Holy Island the wind filled in from the East, Nordic hoisted a Spinnaker Charlotte opting for the cruising chute, the wind backed round to the SE and increased 4 – 5 before we entered Eyemouth. Tuesday we left Eyemouth for Granton, we just dodged a heavy shower as we left Eyemouth, sailing around St Abbs head the wind increased SW 5 – 6 the fleet reefed down and sailed on, later in the day the wind veered west and moderated, the passage was completed under engine. This was the furthest the Muster had sailed, and the scenery of the Firth of Forth is spectacular. Wednesday morning we had torrential rain, we were not going to let that spoil the day we took the bus to the centre of Edinburgh, the festival was in full swing and by 11:00 the rain stopped and we had some sunshine. Thursday we set sail from Granton the wind a gentle WNW the fleet all hoisted spinnakers and enjoyed a 8 mile run before the wind faded , engines started for a short while, when the wind refilled and sails were once again set and we arrived at Eyemouth. We had planned to sail for Holy Island on Friday, the forecast for the day was West to south west veering northwest 6 – 8, with squally showers, we decided not to sail and spent the day in Eyemouth. In truth the conditions did not reach forecast and we would have been quite safe to sail in the actual conditions. Saturday with a moderating forecast west 5 – 7, we set sail, our planned destination was Amble. Low water at Amble was 17:00 that afternoon, so we left Eyemouth at 10:00 expecting to cover the 40 mile sail in eight hours arriving at 18:00, 1 hour after the bottom of a neap tide, with sufficient water to enter the marina. Charlotte and Nordic set a double reefed main and rolled Genoa, Marlin opted for Genoa only; the fleet flew down the coast arriving at Amble at 16:00 a full two hours early. After consulting the Marina, Charlotte carefully entered the marina bumping the cill on the way in the other two boats entered safely.  Sunday was a comfortable sail down the coast to Blyth. That evening, after a beer or two in the hospitality of RNYC, we repaired aboard Charlotte where we had cooked a huge smoked sausage and Chorizo pasta, the entire muster wined and dined. Bank Holiday Monday returned to Sunderland.
Boats and Crews 2009


	Boat
	Charlotte
	Marlin
	Nordic
	Fair Beagle

	Crew
	Alan Dixon
	Bob Elliott
	Arthur Ketley
	Brian Coulson

	
	Tim Pearson
	Bill Ward
	Paul Sheraton
	Dave Graham 

	
	John Bruce
	
	
	Part Week


What will the tenth anniversary muster bring?  Join us in 2010
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