I Anchoring

Whether you want to drop the hook and spend the night at anchor, or if you're drifting
towards rocks and need to anchor in an emergency, a reliable anchor is essential to
provide effective performance and peace of mind.

A good anchor can save you a lot of money spent on damage repair!

How To Choose The Right Anchoring System

Chain - The diameter must be generous (see table below) and in general the length
must be at least 5 times the length of the boat

Rope - Polyamide rope is the best to use because it has good abrasion and tension
resistance and it is flexible enough to cope with wave surges

The Sea Bed - The 'Universal’ anchor still does not exist and each type of anchor is
best suited to a particular type of seabed. If you anchor over multiple types of seabed
you will need to use 2 anchoring systems. Flat type anchors like the bruce, Danford and
Delta anchors are ideal for soft ground like sand and mud. For Rocky seabeds Grapnel
or fisherman anchors are much better suited. The key is to know the seabed and make
sure the anchor is suited to it.

The Scope - The length of the anchor rode (rope and chain) should be determined
according to the typical depth of water that you anchor in and the wind conditions:
Boats less than 10m long should use: 3 times the water depth up to Force 3
5 times the water depth up to Force 6
7 times the water depth up to Force 9
Beyond force 9 you should set 2 anchors either on the same line or on a separate line
each... Or get into the nearest marina and head for the pub!

The Anchor - What most people don't know is that recent tests have shown that the
geometric proportions of the anchor are more important than its actual weight. E.g.
Delta, Spade and Rocna anchors, with its modern construction, bite into the seabed
within seconds due to a weighted tip, and broad shoulders allow it to then hold very well.

This means that the weight of anchor you need depends on the specific construction of
the anchor, so it's important to check the weight table for that anchor.

In the absence of specific weight tables you can use the table below as a rough guide.



Max. Boat Length Boat Min. Anchor Shackle Chain Nylon Rope
Displacement Weight* Diameter Diameter Diameter
Dinghy, tender, - 2kg 4.41b 8mm 6mm 6mm
Optimist
Dinghy, inflatable 300kg 3.5kg 7.71b 8mm 6mm 6-8mm
boat, small
catamaran up to
4m
Boat up to 5.5m 800kg 6kg 13Ib 8mm 6mm 10mm
6.5m 1000kg 8kg 17I1b 8mm 6-7mm 10mm
7.5m 2000kg 10kg 221b 10mm 8mm 14mm
9.0m 3000kg 12kg 261b 10mm 8mm 149mm
10.5m 4500kg 14kg 31Ib 10mm 8mm 14mm
12.5m 8000kg 16kg 35/b 12mm 10mm 18mm
16m 12000kg 20kg 441b 12mm 10mm 18mm
18m 16000kg 24kg 50I/b 16mm 12mm 22mm
20m 20000kg 34kg 75Ib 16mm 14mm 24mm
25m 30000kg 40kg 88Ib 16mm 149mm 24mm
>25m >30000kg 60kg  140Ib 18mm 16mm 28mm

Note any recommendations of the area you are cruising in




